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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PINS, LY, IT 

SUBJECT: QADHAFI AND RED BRIGADE 

SUMMARY. QADHAFI SUMMONED ITALIAN AMBASSADOR MORNING MAY 7 
TO OFFER SYMPATHY TO MORO FAMILY, CONDEMN TERRORISM OF RED 
BRIGADE AND TO OFFER WHATEVER ASSISTANCE POSSIBLE TO SAVE 
MORO’S LIFE. AMBASSADOR MAROTTA DENIES LIBYA MEDIA REPORTS 
THAT ITALY TOOK INITIATIVE IN REQUESTING LIBYAN ASSISTANCE. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . LIBYAN PRESS REPORTED MAY 8 THAT ITALIAN AMBASSADOR HAD 
REQUESTED COL. QADHAFI'S ASSISTANCE IN MORO CASE. IN RESPONSE 

TO MY QUERIES SAME DAY AMBASSADOR MAROTTA GAVE ME FOLLOWING 
VERSION. HE WAS SUMMONED MORNING MAY 7 TO QADHAFI'S HEAD- 
QUARTERS IN TRIPOLI. AFTER OPENING CHITCHAT QADHAFI 
EXPRESSED DEEP CONCERN OVER MORO KIDNAPPING AND CONDEMNED 
IN STRONGEST TERMS ACTS OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM. HE 
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ASKED AMBASSADOR TO CONVEY SYMPATHY TO FAMILY AND OFFERED 
TO HELP (UNSPECIFIED) IN ANY WAY POSSIBLE. AMBASSADOR 
EXPRESSED GRATITUDE TO QADHAFI FOR HUMANITARIAN INTERESTS 
WHICH WERE IN KEEPING WITH CLOSE FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN 
TWO COUNTRIES. 

2. SUBSEQUENT LIBYAN MEDIA REPORTS TO EFFECT THAT ITALY 
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HAD TAKEN INITIATIVE TO REQUEST QADHAFI'S ASSISTANCE IN 
SAVING MORO CAUSED DEEP PAIN TO AMBASSADOR. THEY ALSO 
BROUGHT CRITICAL QUESTIONS FROM GOVERNMENT IN ROME AND 
MANY QUERIES FROM INTERNATIONAL PRESS. AMBASSADOR BLAMED 
SYCOPHANTIC ILL-INFORMED, UNCOORDINATED LIBYAN BUREAUCRATS 
FOR PRESS BLUNDER. 

3. IN MY PRESENCE HE CALLED QADHAFI'S NEW SPECIAL ASSISTANT 
JAD ALLAH A7.7.U7. TALKI (FORMER MINISTER/SECRETARY OF INDUSTRY 
WHO REPLACED LATE TAHA SHARIF BEN AMIR AND ACCORDING TO 
AMBASSADOR WAS PRINCIPAL LIBYAN NEGOTIATOR IN FIAT DEAL) TO 
COMPLAIN ABOUT ERRONEOUS PRESS REPORTS. AMBASSADOR MADE 
POINT TO TALHI THAT LIBYAN PRESS ACCOUNTS SUGGESTED THAT 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT DESIRED NEGOTIATIONS WITH RED BRIGADE 
AND/OR THAT QADHAFI MIGHT HAVE CONTACT WITH THEM. AMBASSADOR 
SAID THAT TALHI TOOK POINT AND PROMISED TO ISSUE CORRECTED 
PRESS STATEMENT. 

4. AMBASSADOR SPECULATED THAT QADHAFI MIGHT BE ACTING 

AT BEHEST OF SOVIET OR ITALIAN COMMUNISTS WHO WISH TO CALM 
ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE. MY OWN GUESS IS THAT QADHAFI 
SIMPLY WANTS TO BE IN INTERNATIONAL LIMELIGHT AND PERHAPS 
MOST IMPORTANTLY IMPROVE HIS CREDENTIALS AS A PEACEMAKER 
AND ANTI-TERRORIST. 

5. AMBASSADOR DOUBTS QADHAFI HAS CONTACTS WITH RED BRIGADE 
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AND HAS NO INFORMATION ON RED BRIGADE PRESENCE IN LIBYA. 
(COMMENT: WE IMAGINE, HOWEVER, THAT LIBYANS COULD, IF 
DESIRED, MAKE CONTACT WITH BRIGADE.) NEVERTHELESS, HE 
HAS TOLD HIS GOVERNMENT THAT, IF IT WISHES TO PURSUE 
QADHAFI'S OFFER OF ASSISTANCE (WHICH AMBASSADOR UNDERSTOOD 
AS GESTURE OF MORAL SUPPORT), SPECIAL EMISSARY FROM ROME 
SHOULD COME TO TRIPOLI FOR MORE DETAILED DISCUSSIONS. 
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